
Face the challenge – 
Europe!
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Preliminary assignment Netherlands



Part I Facts: What is the reality in our school, 
city/region?
a+b) In the Netherlands: (Tijn)
Where do most migrants come from? 
 In the Netherlands the most migrants come from Poland and the new 

countries of the EU, like Rumania and Bulgaria
 Also there are a lot of refugees from Syria.

Numbers: 
 Migrants from Europe= 35.729
 Migrants from the Middle East= 80.7 thousand.
 Other Parts of the world= 27.513



Part I Facts: What is the reality in our school, 
city/region?

c) What makes these migrants come to your place/country? (Lisanne)
 War in their own country
 Poor economy in their own country
 Better circumstances in our country
 Working opportunities in our country



Part I Facts: What is the reality in our school, 
city/region?
d) Immigrants in our school: (Lisanne)
 There are many students of different nationalities in our school 
 Around 15 % of the students have a foreign background

The different nationalities that are most common are:
 Morocco
 Turkey
 Bosnia
 Sri Lanka
 Dutch Antilles and Republic of Suriname
 Poland



Part I Facts: What is the reality in our school, 
city/region?
e)  Support for foreign students: (Carlijn)

 They can have extra language classes at NT2, a special school to learn the 
language

 We have an employee, who is Turkish. He speaks to students if there are 
cultural differences

 He also speaks to parents, if they don’t speak the language or don’t 
understand if something is wrong



Part II The challenge of integration

Things you can to to integrate yourself: (Sil)

Into the host family? 

  be open to meet new people 

 treat them with respect 

 enjoy socializing with the hosting family and new people you meet

 have fun conversations and get to know each other



Part II The challenge of integration

Into the international group of students?   (Kris)

 be open to meet new people and be nice to them

 listen to what I am saying 

 dare to give your own opinion 

 to be able to work well together

 try to socialize with the students 



Part II The challenge of integration

Into Portuguese culture?     (Sil)                                                                             
        

 to be interested in the country 

 try to follow the pace of life 

 adapt to circumstances: try to eat the typical food, adjust to the different time 
schedules  

 visit a lot of places so that you get to know the country better 

 stay open to learn the language                                                                            
                



Part II The challenge of integration

What could the Portuguese hosts do to make integration easier for you? (Kris)

 they can put me at ease

 they can make me feel at home

 they can be helpful

 they can familiarize me

 they can accept certain choices 



Part II The challenge of integration

 they can be kind to me (Kris)

 they can speak English to me

 they can comfort me and try to have nice conversations with me 

 also they can show me around a little bit, so that I will get to know the place 
better



Part II The challenge of integration

Would it be different in a country far away, or if I would stay longer? (Sil)

Yes and no…..
 The chance of homesickness will be somewhat greater, but you will eventually 

get used to it. 
 If you are away for a longer period of time, you may be less concerned that 

you think you should look at everything, because then you will have more time 
and you will take it to see everything.

 Living with the family will get easier and you have more time to get the know 
the country. 



What have you done to help an immigrant? (Julie)

I interviewed my aunt. She teaches immigrants the Dutch language. She loves to 
help other people. 




Talking to an immigrant (Layla)

 Can you please introduce yourself?

 What do you understand by ‘integration’? 

 What helps you to feel good in The Netherlands, in a whole other country and 
culture then your own county and culture?

 What helped you to integrate into our school and country and what where the 
major obstacles did you encounter?
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